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Press release
Re-think, re-duce, re-craft are key words in Danish Crafts’ new collection
With a new international curator at the helm, Danish Crafts’ annual collection of modern Danish craft has turned a new page. The new collection is launched at one of the world’s leading lifestyle fairs Maison&Objet in Paris on 3-7 September 2010, where it is presented in Stand H179 I180, Hall 7, Design à Vivre. 
With a new international perspective on Danish craft, Crafts Collection takes a crucial step in a new direction. In her curation process, the London-based designer and new Crafts Collection curator Nina Tolstrup has addressed the task with renewed emphasis and the marketing aspect and chosen sustainability as the overarching theme. With Nina Tolstrup’s knowledge of the international market Danish Crafts aims to strengthen and promote new marketing channels for the field of craft.  
- Being environmentally sustainable is good business, says Nina Tolstrup. Consumers want a clear conscience when they buy something, and they want to be sure that the product won’t destroy nature and the environment. At the same time, the shops assume a social responsibility by carrying the products. In addition, in my curation process I have focused on the story that the product tells without compromising on the superior quality and design expertise that has always characterised the Crafts Collection products. The result is a collection of products that make sense both for the designer behind the product and for the buyer. 

International panel of experts
To further promote sales, Danish Crafts has put together a Danish and international panel of experts this year in order to have a qualified assessment of the commercial potential of the products. The members of the panel represent store owners from leading design stores and galleries in Denmark and abroad, including Frozen Fountain from The Netherlands, and SPC and Skandium from the UK. 
Cooperation with French gallery
A newly established Danish gallery in Paris, Galerie Maria Wettergren, has asked to exhibit and represent the Crafts Collection 14 participant furniture designer Rasmus Fenhann’s Hikari lamps and Kubo tables. The gallery opens on 9 September 2010, and Rasmus Fenhann is joined by designers Louise Campbell, Cecilie Manz, Ditte Hammerstrøm, Niels Hvass and Astrid Krogh, whom Danish Crafts has been profiling internationally for years.  
Crafts Collection 14 premieres in front of an international audience at Maison&Objet, which takes place in Paris on 3-7 September 2010.
A sustainable jumping jack figure and a reusable Christmas tree
Re-think, re-duce, re-craft are key words in the new collection, which addresses sustainability from a number of different angles. The 28 participating craftspeople have interpreted the topic broadly and experimented with a wide variety of approaches. Thus, the products in CC14 are characterised by reusability, longevity and social responsibility.
Examples include a jumping jack figure made of scrapped wooden crates from Aarstiderne, a reusable Christmas tree, wooden toys made of road barrier bars, and silver brooches made of old mocha spoons. The collection also breathes new life into old dishes and mugs, which re-emerge with new motifs and ornamentation: the Alice cups, where anonymous and discarded cups are transformed into new one-off items based on the story about Alice in Wonderland.
The 28 participants in Crafts Collection 14, which presents Danish craft within the genres of ceramics, glass, textile and jewellery, are:

Ceramists: Anna Olivia Kristiansen, Gaarmann & Arhøj, Gunhild Aaberg, Karin Patricia Jensen, Maria Langaa, Meyer-Lavigne.

Glass artists: Bettina Schori, Sia Mai

Jewellers: Kasia Gasparski, Mette Vivelsted, Pernille Mouritzen, Jette Vogt

Textile artists: Anne Fabricius Møller, Maxjenny Forslund, FairTrade Designers
Furniture designers: Rasmus Fenhann, Trine Charlotte Find

Product designers: Line Depping, Povl Kjer, Louise Christ, Dorthe Mailil and Lena Nicolajsen, Maria Kirk Mikkelsen, Victoria Ladefoged.

Crafts Collection: Crafts Collection is a collection of modern Danish craft that is assembled once a year by an external curator and marketed in international trade fairs. Crafts Collection is part of Danish Crafts’ efforts to heighten the level of professionalism within the field. The participants in the collection are introduced to the export market and thus gain experience with professional conduct with regard to customer contact, delivery, invoicing and shipping.  
Additional information about CC14 is available at www.craftscollection.dk, where it is also possible to download images of all the featured products. Additional information about Danish Crafts is available at www.danishcrafts.dk
Contact person: Press Manager Dorthe Rud Michaelsen, Danish Crafts, tel. +45 3312 6162, mobile +45 2075 5152.
Dorthe Rud Michaelsen will be present at the trade fair stand on 3 and 4 September. To arrange interviews, please call +45 3312 6162 or e-mail michaelsen@danishcrafts.dk
Danish Crafts is a national information centre that aims to highlight, promote and increase turnover for Danish crafts in Denmark and abroad. Danish Crafts is an independent institution under the Danish Ministry of Culture.
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