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Press release

Hand-held Danish craft and design at Maison&Objet in Paris

Danish Crafts’ new collection of extraordinary craft and design has its world premiere at the lifestyle fair Maison&Objet in Paris. The collection conclusively abandons conventional notions and prejudices about craft and documents the vitality that characterises Danish craft and design right now. The collection is presented in Stand No. Q37-P38, Hall 5B at Now, Design à Vivre from 4 through 8 September 2009.

ExtraOrdinaryCraft is the title of Danish Crafts’ brand-new collection of new Danish craft and design, which is presented at Maison&Objet. The collection, Crafts Collection 13, is the thirteenth in the series of collections that Danish Crafts markets internationally. A special characteristic of this year’s collection is a series of products that speak to our emotions while also containing “that little extraordinary something to keep us thinking”. The collection tells the story of the development that has taken place in Danish craft and design with the gradual move from handcraft to mindcraft and demonstrates the special position that that craft occupies by adding a little extra to the ordinary and thus becoming extraordinary.

The collection includes 24 of Denmark’s most talented and experimenting craftspeople and designers. A common characteristic of this new generation is their artistic approach in rethinking tradition as they radically and energetically reinterpret familiar forms and archetypes. 
- This leads to new craft and design with authenticity and substance, which also bears testimony to the multi-facetted and hand-held mindset of craft without compromising on quality and craftsmanship, says architect Karen Kjærgaard, curator for Crafts Collection 13.
Thus, Danish Crafts’ new collection illustrates the remarkable vitality and renewal that characterises the field, and which contributes to the success that Danish craft and design is currently experiencing.

Like the previous collections, Crafts Collection 13 has been hand-picked by an external curator to ensure that the collection represents the most innovative and unique aspects of the field. Thus, buyers are certain to find products that reflect the spirit of the times and contemporary trends. 

Among the new pieces premiering at Maison&Objet is the acrylic lamp Flux, the Pedersen bicycle, and tablecloths, glassware, ceramics and jewellery. However, new takes on “oldies” such as Povl Kjer’s Rocking Sheep in a green miniature version, Sia Mai’s water bottle and Susanne Hangaard’s condom dispenser are also among the collection’s extraordinary products.

The 24 participating craftspeople and designers are:

Ceramist Anna Olivia Kristiansen - Broiler Bowls

Ceramist Jacob Skov – Stack It!, Mugs

Ceramist Signe Schjøth – Drawer Knob I & II

Ceramist Marie Langaa – The Teabag, teapot

Ceramist Louise Gaarmann – Centre Piece, porcelain plates

Ceramist Susanne Hangaard – Cocoon, Condom dispenser

Glass designer Sia Mai – Picnic, Lunch Box and Water Bottle

Textile designer Dorte Agergaard – Pure Nature, pillows

Textile designer Margrethe Odgaard – Fold – Unfold, tablecloth

Textile designer Merete Erbou Laurent – Both Sides, runner

Textile designer Majken Mann – Laid Table, tablecloths

Textile designer Rikke Jo Tholstrup – Lumber Wear, scarf

Designer Ole Jensen, Hot Water Bottle ‘Fillet’ and ‘Double’

Designer Søren Ulrik Petersen & Claus Mølgaard, Swing Time, swing and Vase in a box, vase
Designer Povl Kjer – Rocking Lamb

Designer Jonas Klein, Flux and 20 Inch, lamps
Designer Jessica Svensson – Home Sweet Home, bench

Designer Jesper Sølling – The Pedersen bike, bicycle

Helgo – Astack, candleholders

Fair Trade Designers – Fair Play, Play Fair, pillows

Goldsmith Kasia Gasparski – Pippi’s Choice, necklace

Jewellery artist Liv Johanne Eskholm – 24 Carat, gold-plated silver plates

Jewellery artist Rikke Borg-Lauritsen – GraiNeck, geLace, necklaces 

For additional information about CC13, please visit www.craftscollection.dk, where you can also download photos of all the featured products.

For additional information about Danish Crafts, please visit www.danishcrafts.org
Contact person: Dorthe Rud Michaelsen, Press Manager, Danish Crafts, tel. +45 3312 6162/+45 2075 5152. 

Dorthe Rud Michaelsen will be present at the stand on 4 and 5 September. You can also make individual appointments; please contact michaelsen@danishcrafts.dk
Danish Crafts is a national information centre that aims to highlight, promote and increase turnover for Danish crafts in Denmark and abroad. Danish Crafts is an independent institution under the Danish Ministry of Culture.
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