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Press Release
International accolade for Danish craft
In the recent trade fair 100% Design, which is England's leading design fair, Danish Crafts’ exhibition MINDCRAFT received the award for “Best contribution to 100% Design”. The fair was held on 18-21 September in connection with the London Design Festival 2008. 

There was excitement in Danish Crafts’ stand on Friday as it was announced that Danish Crafts’ exhibition MINDCRAFT had won the award for “Best Contribution to 100% Design”. MINDCRAFT was the only nominee in this category. The award was handed out on Friday, 19 September at a ceremony in Fulham Town Hall with the attendance of nearly 1,000 guests. The selection and announcement of the 100% Design award winners took place in collaboration with the design magazines Blueprint, Architecture Today, Sustain, Lighting Magazine and Londonnewcastle. The esteemed English design magazine Blueprint is behind the award Best Contribution to 100% Design.

The award for “Best Contribution to 100% Design” goes to the company or person who, in the opinion of the judges, has made the most creative contribution to the fair, whether in the form of stand design, graphics or product.

MINDCRAFT was the only nominee for this award, and according to a unanimous panel of judges, MINDCRAFT delivered in all three categories. The judges were Jonathan Reed Lethbridge from the Italian furniture manufacturer Molteni & C, the English avant-garde design duo Fredrickson Stallard, David Nichols of Saturday Telegraph, and the editor-in-chief of Blueprint Magazine, Vicky Richardson.
Danish Minister of Culture Carina Christensen comments:

- The award for best contribution to 100% Design is an acknowledgement of Danish craft and further recognition of the high creative and artistic level of Danish craft. We have reason to be proud of the impressive talent base of Danish craftspeople who have been entering the stage in recent years. 

- It is wonderful to witness the achievement of such a distinct international profile and steadily growing recognition. The award further underscores that Denmark is one of the leading design nations, and I am happy to note that Danish craft has attained a very strong position in recent years – both internationally and domestically. Thus, Danish craft and design constitute an essential resource in our efforts to profile and brand Denmark, and the award is also an acknowledgement of important work carried out by Danish Crafts in this area. 
The exhibition involves 12 of Denmark’s most talented, experimental and innovative craftspeople. A common feature for them all is the combination of excellent craftsmanship and an intellectual approach to their works – hence the name MINDCRAFT. Together, they illustrate the tremendous renewal that characterises the field today, thus contributing to the promotion of the international reputation of Danish craft.

MINDCRAFT was curated and designed by architect Karen Kjærgaard and was first presented in connection with the Milan Design Week this spring.

The 12 participating craftspeople are ceramist Anders Ruhwald, ceramist Christin Johansson, ceramist Louise Hindsgavl, textile designer Pernelle Fagerlund, textile designer Astrid Krogh, textile designer Dorte Agergaard Jensen, furniture designer Louise Campbell, furniture designer Ditte Hammerstrøm, designer Cecilie Manz, designer Ole Jensen, goldsmith Kim Buck and goldsmith Carolina Vallejo.

MINDCRAFT has received support from the Danish Ministry of Culture, The Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Danish Arts Agency, the Danish Embassy in London and Augustinus Fonden. 

Danish Crafts also worked with the embassy in London on organisational issues concerning the showing at 100% design.

At danishcrafts.dk under “Press” there is additional information about the participating designers and additional photos. Any additional requests for information can be directed to Press Secretary Dorthe Rud Michaelsen, Danish Crafts, tel. +45 3312 6162.

Danish Crafts is a national information centre that aims to highlight, promote and increase turnover for Danish crafts in Denmark and abroad. Danish Crafts is an independent institution under the Danish Ministry of Culture.
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