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Press Release

The focus is on ethics 

– but also on unique Danish craft products that represent high artistic quality in Danish Crafts' brand-new collection, Crafts Collection 12. The collection which had its world premiere at ICFF (International Contemporary Furniture Fair) in New York in May can be experienced at this years’ Maison et Objet, stand number R38 - S37 in the pavillion 5B.
Safe sex, animal welfare and fair trade are some of the topics that are addressed in Danish Crafts’ new collection, Hands On! The collection is the 12th in the series of collections marketed worldwide by Danish Crafts. 

Commitment and social responsibility are key terms in Danish Crafts’ new collection. A commitment that is expressed in products that address and comment on issues of animal welfare, fair trade and safe sex: the plate series The Danish Pig, which depicts the pig’s route from farm to dinner table, the Fair & Square pillow, which is produced according to fair trade principles in China, and the condom dispenser Cocoon, which combines birth control with aesthetics and humour. The commitment comes through with a sense of humour and reflects the participating craftspeople’s passion for materials, colour and exquisite craftsmanship.

A characteristic of Danish Crafts’ collections is that they not only reflect the latest trends and developments in the craft scene but also offer comment and spark debate. The most recent collections describe the move from Handcraft to Mindcraft.

- The idea of a puppy, a plate or a pillow ... Imagine if we could measure the influence of these objects on our daily lives – with their humour, intelligence and, not least, their generosity. And imagine if these objects could spark reflection, enjoyment and excitement, says architect Karen Kjærgaard, who curated CC12. 

Like the previous collections, CC12 was handpicked by an external curator aiming to put together a collection that represents innovative craft. 24 talented Danish craftspersons were selected for Hands On! 22 of the selected products, which fall into the categories of ceramics, glass, textile, jewellery and furniture, are brand-new.

Thus, Danish Crafts’ new collection demonstrates the creative zest and renewal in the craft scene, a contributing factor to the success that Danish craft and design is currently enjoying. The new craft products have an additional dimension besides the purely functional and possess qualities and values in demand from the modern, quality-conscious consumer: social responsibility, user-experience and authenticity. The things should tell a story, carry a message and help express who we are as persons. The things we buy should be special, unique. They should represent sublime craftsmanship, but they should also appeal to our emotions and our intellect.

The 24 participating craftspersons are:

Glass designer Sia Mai – Lunchbox, glass bowls

Glass designer Charlotte Hargreave - carafe

Glass designer Stine Bidstrup – Bones, glass vase

Glass designer Mai Ørsted – Botanics, glass jewellery

Ceramist Anne Olivia Kristiansen – The Danish Pig and Update, series of plates

Ceramist Mariko Wada – Software 1 and 2, vases

Ceramist Eric Landon – Objects

Ceramist Susanne Hangaard – Cocoon, condom dispenser

Textile artist Merete Erbou Laurent – Both Sides, double-sided runner

Textile designer Margrethe Odgaard – Mimi and Moto, pillows

Textile designer Dorte Agergaard Jensen – 7 Days, bed linen

Textile designer Helle Graabæk – Drowning by Numbers – dish towels

Jewellery designer Mette Saabye – One of ... in a million, badge

Goldsmith Kim Buck – Hollowware, inflatable objects

Jewellery artist Camilla Prasch – Abgestempelt, ring

Jewellery artist Katrine Borup – power-flower, brooch/purse

Jewellery artist Liv Johanne Eskholm – Rip Off, plaster jewellery

Furniture designer Claus Bjerre – Furcooler, bottle cooler

Designer Søren Ulrik Petersen – Swing Time, swing

Designer Povl Kjær – Rocking Sheep, rocking toy

Designer Christina Liljenberg Halstrøm – Fold, chair

Cabinetmaker Anders Lunderskov – Cozza, business card holder

Designers Thomas Bentzen, Peter Johansen, STAKIT, fence/chair

Fair Trade Designers – Fair & Square, pillow

Additional information about CC12 is available at www.craftscollection.dk, which also offers downloads. 

Additional information about Danish Crafts is available at www.danishcrafts.org.

Contact person: Dorthe Rud Michaelsen, Press Manager, Danish Crafts, and tel. +45 3312 6162. Dorthe Rud Michaelsen will be present at Danish Crafts’ stand on September 5 and 6 and individual appointments can be made at michaelsen@danishcrafts.dk

Danish Crafts is a national information centre that aims to highlight, promote and increase turnover for Danish craft in Denmark and abroad. Danish Crafts is an independent institution under the Danish Ministry of Culture.
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