Trine Drivsholm

Glass is her Life

Trine Drivsholm loves glass. She is a glass artist and married to a glass artist. They live just across the road from their glass workshop in Ebeltoft harbour which has developed into a centre for Danish glass with workshops, galleries and Ebeltoft Glasmuseum.

Trine Drivsholm has always known that she wanted to be a glassblower - even as a schoolgirl, even without knowing any glass artists, and without having seen any at work either, except perhaps on television, but she had no doubts.

‘And I still have none,’ she says. ‘What fascinates and drives me is that glass has a life of its own. It is a material that is difficult to master, so one never lacks challenges. I feel very privileged to be able to work with glass, and to have enjoyed a great deal of attention from the very beginning.’

Trine Drivsholm is the glass artist behind the beautiful vase Calabas, which was recently selected for the new, distinguished crafts collection, Crafts Selection for Fritz Hansen. In the new collection Calabas is available in black and white, and comes in two sizes. Trine Drivsholm will make all the vases herself in the glass workshop, which she shares with her husband, glass artist Tobias Møhl. 

Trine Drivsholm is more interested in form than in technique, more interested in aesthetics than function, more interested in art than in everyday utility. She is known for her works arranging organic forms within a taut framework. These are works of a particular sensitivity, often highlighted by references to nature.

‘Function is not the most important thing for me, rather it is creating beauty for the eye, and the feelings which things evoke – joy, a particular ambience, and sometimes humour,’ she says. ‘Shapes and surfaces fascinate me, the entire tactile sphere. Glass is for touching, to enjoy holding and contemplating. You shouldn’t let a thing stand as a decoration on a shelf because you’re afraid of it breaking”.

For years she worked as an assistant for reknowned glass artists till she was accepted at Edinburgh College of Art in Scotland in 1996. After that she spent two years at Designskolen Kolding in Denmark.

Trine Drivsholm graduated in 1998, the same year she was awarded the crafts award Kunsthåndværkerprisen af 1898. 1998 was also the year Møhl & Drivsholm Glas was established.

Her exhibition calendar has been full in recent years, featuring shows both in Denmark and abroad. Trine Drivsholm has taken part in the prestigious art fair, SOFA, in Chicago and New York for the last three years in a row supported by Danish Crafts, as well as in a series of other international exhibitions, including the travelling exhibition Danish Wave, in China, Japan, Taiwan and Argentina, the exhibition Flow - Danish Glass in London, and Contemporary Danish Glass in the United States. In recent years Trine Drivsholm has augmented her education with a number of master classes abroad, among others at Pilchuck Glass School and Haystack Mountain School in the United States and at the Creative Glass Centre in Scotland.

This year the U.S. is on her schedule. She is in the process of creating a number of one-off pieces for an exhibition at the commended exhibition space Gallery Pismo.

