Tora Urup
Sensual Glass Art
Tora Urup, the glass designer behind the unique black, red, and white bowls featured in Crafts Selection for Fritz Hansen, was educated in Japan, Denmark and England. Her bowls may look simple but they represent years of research and experimentation to find exactly the right materials and methods.

Tora Urup’s bowls are like no others. Light in expression yet heavy in weight, they are decidedly restrained, but nevertheless arduous to manufacture. They are exceptionally photogenic but should be experienced in real life. They should be picked up so their weight and balance can be felt, and they should be viewed from different angles and in different kinds of light. They should be sensed and examined.

‘And they should be seen in context,’ says the glass artist. ‘I am very occupied with context – the relations between things, between people and things, and between things and their surroundings. That’s why I’m so pleased that the bowls are to be exhibited in context with interior spaces.’

The unique bowls, which have been selected for Crafts Selection for Fritz Hansen, are blown by mouth in wooden moulds; they consist of two layers, the first of a striking opaline colour, the other of thick translucent glass. In the finishing process they are cut and polished by hand. 

A distinctive expression is imparted to the bowls by the double layer of glass – and the effect of something like an optical illusion. Seen up close, the inner layer of glass seems to be an entirely separate bowl, floating or undulating within the outer.

Tora Urup works in the borderland between one-offs and the mass-production of industrial design: ‘My ambition is not to create for the sake of novelty, but in order to clarify something that already exists, and I believe, indisputably, that originality and innovation can emerge in that way,’ she says.

‘Actually I work most on simple objects for daily use such as glasses, cups, bowls and vases where it is possible to experiment with the balance between the recognizable and the original, and to explore how things are perceived visually and sensually.’

In Japan she found an apprenticeship in a ceramics workshop in Tokoname, one of Japan’s old pottery towns. She spent a year and a half there before returning home to start on the glass and ceramics course at the arts and crafts school, Skolen for Brugskunst in Copenhagen. She took her finals as a glass designer in 1989.

Shortly after, she left for London to study at the Royal College of Art. She lived in Notting Hill for two and a half years while taking an MA degree and participating in a succession of international exhibitions.

In addition to her work at the studio and her workshop on the Copenhagen island of Amager, she works in close collaboration with architects, interior designers, artisans and the production industry – among other places in the Czech Republic where the bowls for Crafts Selection for Fritz Hansen are produced.

The bowls have been exhibited in several places, and Tora Urup has also been represented at a succession of exhibitions all over the world, from London, New York, St. Petersborg and Tallin, to Tokyo and Seoul.

She was one of the ten craft artists handpicked for the exhibition Crafts Unltd at the Maison et Objet in Paris in the summer of 2006. She participated in the exhibition Stuff - Ingenuity and Critique in Toronto in Canada arranged by Danish Crafts.

