Lisbet Friis

World-class textiles
Internationally renowned textiles designer, Lisbet Friis, is ready to present two new striped rug-series and a new collection of cushions created exclusively for Fritz Hansen. 

Colours and combinations are key concepts in the work of Lisbet Friis. She has worked as a designer for Kenzo, Paris and for the Danish textile company Kvadrat, and she has created interiors for the Danish royal yacht, Dannebrog.

She has participated in Danish Crafts’ annual Crafts Collection with her beautiful, cheery, striped, spotted and graphic cushions, for six years running, and has exhibited all over the world from Europe to Japan, China, Ghana, Russia, Brazil, Israel and the United States.

Most recently two collections of rugs and a series of cushions have sprung from her experienced hands, designed exclusively for Fritz Hansen’s new collection of craft pieces the Crafts Selection for Fritz Hansen.

The rugs took the versatile textile designer over five months to create, the latter period in close collaboration with Swedish firm Kasthall, a textile factory over one hundred years old, where Lisbet Friis worked closely with the chief of production.

‘We understand colour the same way,’ she says. ‘For example, when I say: this ought to be blue like a 1956 Volvo PV 544, he finds exactly the right blue from more than 7000 colour samples in the stock-room.’

The two rug-series are vastly different although they exist in the same framework of colours and ideas. The more exclusive of the two is the series of hand-tufted rugs of linen and wool with a deep pile – 25 mm. The materials and colours have been meticulously worked.

All the hand-tufted rugs are striped in carefully selected colour combinations. The red rug, for example, is composed of no less than 40 different nuances of red in broad stripes. Other colour combinations include white on white with delicate nuances of grey and rose-pink, and a rug in shades of black, grey and blue.

The second series is of 100% pure wool with a 15mm. pile. This is a more hard-wearing rug in the same colour nuances as the hand-tufted ones.

The new cushion series specially designed by Lisbet Friis for Fritz Hansen, is called New Graphic Collection and consists of black and white cushions with graphic, optical patterns hand-printed by Swedish company Ljungbergs.

So is her well-known cushion-series Stripes, which originates from a box of military medal-ribbons, found at a London flea market, which she didn’t really know what to do with. Not, at least, until the sinking of the Russian submarine Kursk after which a Russian admiral appeared on television with all the paraphernalia of stripes, ribbons and medals. Stripes was represented at the exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York as part of Danish Crafts’ Collection CC+ for MoMA

Lisbeth Friis works from her own workshop in a former factory north of Copenhagen.

