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PRESS STATEMENT

New Alliance between Fritz Hansen Furniture and Danish Crafts to market Danish craft and Design 

Danish furniture producer Fritz Hansen is embarking on a joint venture with Danish Crafts to involve modern Danish craft and design in marketing their exclusive selection of products. In future, a collection of high-profile, Danish quality craft will be part of Fritz Hansen’s product portfolio and will sell through Fritz Hansen’s extensive international retail network. Fritz Hansen as well as Danish Crafts exhibit at ICFF at the Danish Pavilion.

Danish craft and design is currently seeing great international interest and demand. Most recently Danish Crafts has cooperated with the world’s leading design museum, the Museum of Modern Art in New York to put together a collection of modern Danish craft and design under the name Crafts Collection + for MoMA, which was marketed in MoMA’s two New York-based design shops.

A newly established joint marketing-collaboration born of Fritz Hansen Furniture’s experiences of Danish Crafts’ MoMA promotion is now being realized in a cooperatively selected collection of Danish craft and design.

- We see the introduction of this line of accessories as the point of departure for a natural expansion of our product portfolio and we are very happy to be cooperating with Danish Crafts. They represent the pinnacle of contemporary Danish craft and design, says Jacob Holm, Fritz Hansen’s Managing Director.

The participating Danish craftspeople are textile designer Lisbet Friis, glass artist Tora Urup and glass artist Trine Drivsholm.

The collection will be launched under the name “Crafts Selection for Fritz Hansen” and holds unique commercial potential for the selected craft artists. The participants will have the opportunity to sell their products through Fritz Hansen’s vast retail network, which includes over 350 international vendors and 10 showrooms. Conversely, the new line of accessories is expected to open new markets to Fritz Hansen.

Co-branding

Retail aside, this collaboration is the result of a desire to co-brand new Danish and international furniture with modern craft and design.

 - Both Fritz Hansen and Danish Crafts have built strong brands which compliment each other, says Birgitte Jahn, Director of Danish Crafts. Fritz Hansen has created a strong brand with their Republic of Fritz Hansen and Danish Crafts has built up a set of values through exposure at MoMA and participation in international fairs like the ICFF (International Contemporary Furniture Fair) and the Ambiente. What Fritz Hansen and Danish Crafts have built up around their products creates added value for both businesses.

- Besides, part of Danish Crafts’ strategy is to open the international markets up to talented craft artists and designers, and we hope that collaborating with Fritz Hansen will pave the way for future cultural exports, says Birgitte Jahn.

Architect Karen Kjærgaard has curated this collection for Fritz Hansen. Karen Kjærgaard previously curated for Danish Crafts in connection with their lates collections CC10 and CC11.

For futher information contact International PR Manager Jan Helleskov, Fritz Hansen A/S, tel: +45 17 23 00 or Director Birgitte Jahn, Danish Crafts, tel: +45 33 12 61 62

Danish Crafts is an independent institution under the Danish Ministry of Culture aimed at,Danish Crafts aimed at promoting and increasing sales of Danish craft and design at home and abroad.
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